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Minutes of the Planning Committee  
Loose Parish Pavilion  

Monday 19th August 2019 at 7pm 
   
 

Present: Councillors: Jim Andrew (Chairman) (JA) Tony Oliver (TO), Tom Oliver (TomO), Vianne Gibbons 
(VG) and Kim Owen (Clerk) (KO) took the minutes      

 
  Members of the public/representatives in attendance  
  There were two members of the public present.   
 

1. To receive and record any apologies for absence 
No apologies for absence were received.  
 

2. To receive and agree any decision regarding any item to be taken as confidential 
None.   

 
3. To receive any declarations of pecuniary interest on items in the agenda, in accordance with the 

NALC Model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils (pursuant to section 27 of the Localism Act 2011). 
In addition, any declaration of personal or prejudicial interest. (as agreed by LPC 21st Jan 13) 
None. 

 
4. To receive any signed dispensation requests for any item on this agenda, and for Councillors to 

approve/disapprove as appropriate and to agree the reason for the dispensation if approved. (see 
dispensation form.) This follows the agreement made by the LPC at the meeting on the 17 July 
2017. 
None. 

 
5. To agree and to sign as a correct record the minutes from the last Planning Committee meetings 

of 7th August (page 467) 
There was an amendment to the minutes.  JB was marked as present but did not attend (apologies 
were received).  The Committee AGREED the minutes, with amendment, and the Chairman signed 
the minutes accordingly.   
 
The committee AGREED to move item 11 to item 7 as members of the public was present and 
wished to speak on the application. 
 

6. To receive any representations made by the public (3mins max per person) 
Two residents spoke about application 19/503919/FULL – Salts Farm, Salts Lane, Loose, ME15 0BD.  
They objected to the application due to the following reasons: 

 Access to and from the proposed site is difficult due to the size of the byway.  There are very 
few passing places and as the access is used by vehicles, horse riders, walkers etc this could 
lead to problems 

 The emergency services were called on 2 occasions last year and the access was too narrow 
for the engine to get to the fire.  This meant that hoses had to be put together to get to the 
actual fire point.  The engine then had to reverse down the access route and back out onto 
the A229 which can cause issues on the main road.   

 Waste collections will also be an issue as the collection contractor will need to use a smaller 
vehicle then normal as there is insufficient turning room for a large waste vehicle.  The bins 
will need to be dragged to the end of the access road and then dragged back after 
collection.   

 With 5 new houses the number of car using the access will increase and cause issues with 
passing and getting up and down the access road. 
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 The new development will overlook the property next door and they will lose their privacy.   
 

7. 19/503072/REM – Land at Postley Road, Maidstone, ME15 6RH - Approval of Reserved Matters for 
access, appearance, landscaping and scale being sought following Outline Planning Permission 
13/2038 for the erection of 62no. dwellings with associated car parking, landscaping and 
demolition of existing dwelling (comments by 20th August) 
This item was not dealt with as it is outside the Parish.   
 

8. 19/503642/FULL – Oasis Vale Road, Loose – Demolition of existing outbuilding. Erection of single 
storey rear extension to single dwelling house (comments by 28th August) 
After discussion the Committee AGREED that they have no objections to the application. 
 

9. 19/503861/FULL – 29 Northleigh Close, Loose, Maidstone, ME15 9RP – Erection of a two storey 
side extension and a single storey rear extension (comments by 29th August) 
After discussion the Committee AGREED that they have no objections to the application. 
 

10. 19/503891/FULL – 56 Valley Drive, Loose, Maidstone, ME15 9TL – Erection of a front boundary 
wall with railings and gates (part retrospective) (comments by 5th September) 
After discussion the Committee AGREED that they object to the application as it is out of character 
for the area and the street scene is not in keeping with the Loose Road Assessment document.  
 

11. 19/503919/FULL – Salts Farm, Salts Lane, Loose, ME15 0BD – Demolition of existing buildings and 
areas of hardstanding. Erection of 5no. dwellings together with gardens, parking and access to the 
A229 via existing lane. Retention and restoration of historic walling and strategic landscape and 
ecology enhancements (comments by 30th August 2019) 
After discussion and comments from residents the Committee AGREED to object to the application.  
They wish to reiterate their objections to the original application (18/503663/FULL) and were 
surprised that the Borough saw fit to approve the application given the points previously made.  
Original objections to the previous application still stand   

 In the vicinity if the application site since 2005 there have been a plethora of applications 
around the proposed site that have been refused due to issues with the access onto the 
A229. 

 There is insufficient room on the access road for two vehicles to pass so it may be 
necessary for a vehicle to reverse on the A229 which would result in a significant hazard to 
highway safety given the volume and speed of traffic using this road. In addition, the 
narrow width of the byway there would be insufficient room for vehicles to enter it from 
the A229 if there were vehicles waiting to exit the lane.  This could lead to queuing on A229 
which could also pose a hazard to highway safety. 

 The lane forms part of the Public Right of Way KM68 and is used by local residents and 
walkers.  The increase in the vehicular access of this lane, combined with its narrow width, 
could have a detrimental impact on the safety of pedestrians. 

 Applications for planning permission for a single dwelling to the rear of 51 Linton Road was 
refused permission and also dismissed at appeal even though the applications included 
proposed improvements to the byway onto the A229 to overcome the Council concerns 
relating to access.  This included widening the access point where it meets the A229 to 
4.7m over the first 10m of the byway.  As the current application is unable to provide a 
widened track this application, in the interest of consistency, should be rejected. 

Additional objections 

 In the new application there is an increase in height of the building to c2.5 metres higher 
than the existing buildings.  In the original application the height was similar in height to 
existing buildings.   

 There is a problem turning north off the track onto the site.  On two occasions last year the 
emergency fire services were called to the site and they had to navigate down the tight 
byway RM68.  On reaching the T-junction which had a narrow strip of land that stretches 
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for over 50 metres before entering Salts Farm the engines are unable to access the site.  It 
meant that the fire services had to run a number of hoses into the site to address the fire.  
While the engine was on site it fully occupied the restricted byway and then once the fire 
was dealt with the engine had to reverse down the footpath and back onto the A229.   

 With the additional houses it will could mean an increase to 11/12 vehicles using the byway 
in and out onto the A229.  With a limited passing points on the byway this increase may 
cause danger to other users of the byway including walkers and horse riders. 

 Hearsay tells us that the length of access north from the track to the site may not be in the 
ownership of the applicant.   

 During development of the site there will be a problem as large lorries cannot access the 
site for the removal of asbestos so this will have to be completed by hand and materials in 
and out during development will also be an issue.   

   
12. To receive other items for discussion, information only  

The Clerk advised that she had received slides from Maidstone Borough Council following the first 
training session on planning.  She will forward copies to the committee.  Jane Butler will be 
attending the second session in September.   

 
13. Date of next meeting 2nd September 2019       
 

Meeting concluded at 8pm 
 
Signed Committee Chairman ……………………………………        
 
 Dated: …………………………………….. 


