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Minutes of the Planning Committee  
Loose Parish Pavilion  

Monday 2nd March 2020 at 6.45pm  
   

 

Present: Councillors:  Jim Andrew (Chairman), Vianne Gibbons (VG), Lewis Muir (LM), and Kim 
Owen (Clerk) (KO) took the minutes 

 
  Members of the public/representatives in attendance  
  There were 14 members of the public present.  

 
1. To receive and record any apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Tony Oliver and Tom Oliver.  
No apologies were received from Jane Butler.   
 

2. To receive and agree any decision regarding any item to be taken as confidential 
None. 
 

3. To receive the resignation of the Vice Chair and to elect a new Vice Chair 
The Chairman advised that Tony Oliver had resigned from the position of Vice Chair but will 
remain on the Committee.  The Chairman thanks the Vice Chair for his sterling work and is 
pleased that he will remain on the Committee.  VG was nominated and seconded as the 
new Vice Chair and the Committee AGREED the nomination.   

 
4. To receive any declarations of pecuniary interest on items in the agenda, in accordance 

with the NALC Model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils (pursuant to section 27 of the 
Localism Act 2011). In addition, any declaration of personal or prejudicial interest. (As 
agreed by LPC 21st Jan 13) 
None. 
 

5. To receive any signed dispensation requests for any item on this agenda, and for 
Councillors to approve/disapprove as appropriate and to agree the reason for the 
dispensation if approved. (see dispensation form.) This follows the agreement made by 
the LPC at the meeting on the 17 July 2017. 
The Chairman advised that regarding Item 10 he lives in the road of the application.  The 
committee deemed that there was no pecuniary interest for JA so he can take part in the 
assessment of the application and vote on any proposals made.   

 
6. To agree and to sign as a correct record the minutes from the last Planning Committee 

meetings of 3rd February 2020 (pages 489-490) 
The Minutes of the Planning meeting on 3rd February 2020 were AGREED as a true and 
accurate record and signed by the Committee Chairman. 
 

7. To receive any representations made by the public (3 mins max per person) 
Application 20/500111/FULL attracted a considerable number of residents (14) and those 
that spoke all did so against it.  The concerns raised were about  

 The access to the site is a single track and also a footpath (KM55) which, is used 
frequently.  With the extra traffic there could be a safety issue to footpath users. 
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 The inconsistencies in the planning documentation that was validated on 19th 
February 2020. 

 Plans show the track as “Boughton Lane”, this is not so.   

 If access is also gained to the site from Pickering Street this will create a ‘rat run’ 
from the Loose Road to Boughton Lane. 

 Privacy issues as 3 properties in the surrounding area will be overlooked by the 
proposed two storey properties.   

 Light pollution and light reflection from the south facing glazed windows of the 
properties would adversely affect the surrounding area.   

 Previous applications turned down on environment issues. 

 Detriment to the Conservation area. Development would be adversely affect the 
view across the Conservation Area looking from north from KM59. 

 Badgers and bats are known to be present. 

 The risk to rare trees that were planted        previous owners. 

 Incidents of water supplies being left running at Garden Cottage.   
 

8. 20/500111/FULL - Garden Cottage Boughton Lane Maidstone ME15 9RJ. Demolition of the 
existing bungalow and outbuildings and erection of 3no. residential dwellings together 
with associated parking, amenity areas and landscaping (Comments by 13th March 2020). 
After discussion the Committee AGREED to object to the application on the following 
grounds: 

 Application documents appear not to consider the implications of the Loose 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 The Committee is concerned that the application has been validated by officers with 
several inconsistencies in the documentation as to land ownership. The ownership 
of the access track (thought to be the applicant) is not shown.   

 Development is outside urban development area. 

 The access to the site is a single track lane, 4 to 6m wide with a central tarmac strip.  
This will have to accommodate all vehicles from the sites and has limited passing 
places.  The track is also a Public Footpath (KM55) used on a regular basis by 
walkers/dog walkers.  This raises concerns about the safety of users of the track.  
There is also a proposal to allow the current access road to be opened at the 
Pickering Street end. This would create a ‘rat run’ from the Loose Road to Boughton 
Lane. Pickering Street is narrow, just one car’s width and without pavements.  It is 
well used by pedestrians on their way to the Valley or to King George V Playing Field.  
It would not be able to cope with the increase traffic and the committee has safety 
concerns for pedestrians.  

 The application needs to be considered under Policies LP1 and LP3(1) in the Loose 
Neighbourhood Plan, which, amongst other things, seeks "to avoid intrusions onto 
sensitive ridge lines, prominent slopes and damage to distinctive landscape 
settings.” The whole site is prominent in the view from Footpath KM59, to the 
south; the main path along the valley from Salts Lane to Boughton Lane.  
Intensification of development here would further suburbanise the site and would 
be severely detrimental to visual amenity from the south. Furthermore, it would set 
a precedent for similar intensification of development in sites of the handful of 
dwellings in large landscaped grounds on the northern ridge line of the valley 
between the Loose Road in the west and Boughton Manor in the east. This would 
result in a whole line of private dwellings on the ridge line overlooking the valley to 
the detriment of the seclusion and the essential character of this section of the 
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precious valley. If permission is granted there would be a precedent for future 
development in the adjacent vicinity. 

 There would at loss of privacy for at least 3 dwellings around the site as they will be 
overlooked by two storey buildings.   

 There would be light pollution from the proposed properties as they have a large 
expanse of glass in their construction, on their south elevations.  This will affect local 
residents and also the Valley.    

 The site is thought to contains several old rare trees planted by the previous owner 
of Boughton Manor and the committee would like to see that TPOs are placed on 
any such trees. 

 There is a variety of wild life on the site including badgers and bats which would lose 
their habitat if the application goes ahead.  

 The dwelling designs and materials are not characteristic (see Clause 6.17 of the 
Loose Neighbourhood Plan) of existing properties along the north rim of the valley in 
this area. 

 The committee also advised that if the Planning Officers see fit to approve this application they 
would like it called in to the MBC Planning Committee. 

 
9. 20/500299/FULL - 107 Linton Road Loose Maidstone Kent ME15 0AL. Demolition of 

existing rear extension and erection of single story rear extension (Comments by 4th 
March 2020). 
After discussion the Committee AGREED they had no objections to the application  
 

10. 20/500568/LAWPRO - 6 Copper Tree Court Loose Maidstone Kent ME15 9RW. Lawful 
Development Certificate for a proposed lower roof space/loft conversion into a habitable 
room with a rear dormer and 2 No. Velux windows to front elevation. 
After discussion the Committee AGREED no objections to the application  
 

11. 20/500600/TPOA - All Saints Church Church Street Loose ME15 0BU. TPO application to 
reduce one Irish Yew to give 2m clearance of the church building (Comments by 4th March 
2020). 
After discussion the Committee AGREED to refer to the application to the Landscape officer 
 

12. To receive other items for discussion, information only   
The clerk advised that she had received a new MBC Planning Department structure 
document but had not been able to print the whole organisation chart.  She will speak to 
MBC about the issue.   
 

13. Date of next meeting: 16th March 2020    
 

Meeting concluded at 8.05pm 
  
Signed Committee Chairman ……………………………………  
       
Dated: ……………………………………. 


